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Candlemas 
If all we had to rely on was our own capacity for forgiveness, 
who would escape condemnation? 
 

That would be that, darkness, unending and eternal, were it 
not for the light come into the world. At Christmas and at 
Easter we hear the prologue to the gospel of John, that great 
hymn to Christ the Incarnate Word: the light shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not. Note the 
difference in tenses here - the light shineth, continues to shine 
-the darkness comprehended it not - darkness's work is done. 
 

This is not the eternal struggle between light and darkness, 
between good and evil, which the mystery religions of the 
ancient near East proposed, and with which many creeds, 
ancient and modern, agree. Nor is it enough to describe 
Christ's light simply as a beacon to guide us through the 
treacherous waters of an unfamiliar coast or a stormy sea. It is 
much more than that. 
 

It is something that the darkness of the world doesn't even  
begin to get, something before 
which darkness falls away and 
is overcome for ever. It is what 
Simeon saw in the Child 
brought to the Temple: his own 
and ours and the world's 
salvation. 

 

   Richard Coles 
February 2023 



 

Future Foundations 
 

 

During the Candlemas service on 29 
January the Future Foundations design 
team provided an update to the 
project. The structural plans approved 
by the PCC were shared, together with 
the approved colour scheme. These 
will be displayed on the south 
transept wall for the whole of 
February, and can be viewed online 
here. The colour scheme is intended 
to complement the Victorian heritage 
of the building, taking the tiled floor of 
the sanctuary and older deep red 
accents as inspiration. In the north 
aisle, where pews have been 
removed, an earlier deep red can be 
seen on the iron columns supporting 
the arcade. This colour will be used, 
and the capitals brightened with a 

Victorian green and yellow gold. 
Further colour will be introduced by 
painting the wainscotting (wooden 
panelling) green. The chairs will be a 
similar colour to the present pews 
with cranberry upholstery. 
 

The arches of the arcades and ribs of 
the crossing will be accented, while 
the large ceiling expanses of the 
crossing (above the altar) will be 
painted in a neutral colour slightly 
darker than the main walls. Colour 
changeable lighting is proposed for 
the crossing ceiling - by painting with 
coloured light we will be able to adjust 
both the hue and intensity for the 
type of service or event and/or the 
season. 

We hope you are excited by the plans. 
Designs for the kitchens and WCs are 
being finalised, as are plans for the 
heating, lighting, alarm systems, 

electricity, and audiovisual equipment. 
The DAC submission will be ready in 
the next month, and we expect it to 
be considered in the March or April 
meeting. Subject to funds being 
available, the current schedule of 
work predicts completion mid-2024. 
 

   Sarah Kostiuk-Smith 

Churches Together in Sale 
 

holds its AGM on Thursday 9 
February, 7.30pm at St Joseph’s 
Hope Road. All are welcome to 
attend. 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFY_OK6x04/xZ4d4micm5xddMIPZTO7sg/edit?utm_content=DAFY_OK6x04&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


 

 

Christingle Update 

Thank you to everyone who 
came to either of our 
services in December, it was 
lovely to see so many of you 
there. I thought you’d like 
to know how much you 
donated to date, it’s a 
brilliant £489.17! To get 
such an amount in these 
difficult times is just 
wonderful. As The 
Children’s Society Rep for St 
Anne’s I continue to be 
touched by your generosity, 
thank you so much, every 
penny you donate to The 
Children’s Society is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Thank you also to everyone 
who came on 23 December 
to help make the Christingle 

packs and prep the oranges, 
it was great to have so 
many of you there.  Thanks 
also to those of you who 
helped at the services, 
without you all we couldn’t 
run everything so smoothly. 
 

Thank you again for your 
donations and for coming to 
the services, you have 
again, as in years gone by, 
helped make the lives for 
children and young people 
in our country a little more 
comfortable. 
 

I hope 2023 is a kind one for 
you and you all find reasons 
to smile.  I always look for a 
positive each day, today as I 
write the sun is shining and 
it’s dry! 
 

  Carol Thomas 

 

“Looking out of the window" 

I do not keep a record of my 
past accounts.    What I 
wrote last January will have 
a familiar feel I think! The 
snowdrops are already 
standing tall and some are 
bending their heads - the 
first ones appearing on 
exactly the same date as last 
year according to our 2022 
diary. The daffodils are not 
far behind. 
 

The yellow dogwood is "on 
fire" at breakfast time on a 
clear and frosty morning in 
bright sunshine. The red one 
glows for much of the day in 
the front garden 
 

Hundreds of spring bulbs 
are poking their noses out 
through a rather generous 
carpet of weeds. Pansies, 
polyanthus and primroses 
are all flourishing, and in 
early January there was a 
small tree full of white 
blossom just two gardens 
away. 
 

We also have a couple of 
bunches of crocus in flower, 
some rhubarb, and a deep 
fox hole being dug under 

the apple tree. I have filled 
it in again. 
 

The bird population is much 
as before,  At ground level a 
blackbird runs and hops 
round the garden at great 
speed before stopping to 
pick up some delicacy or 
other from the flower beds 
where leaves and insects 
have overwintered. 
Parakeets  perform their 
acrobatics - and goldfinches, 
blue tits, robins and 
sparrows all try to get places 
on the feeders. 
 

I was astonished to hear a 
tiny bird (well it had a very 
high pitched voice!) singing 
extremely loudly  when I 
opened the back door in 

total darkness one morning. 
I would have thought it 
should still have been "in 
bed" somewhere. At the 
other end of the size scale a 
pigeon has certainly felt that 
spring is on the way with its 
usual rhythmic cooing, 
sounding to me like Morse 
Code. 
 

As I was gazing out of the 
window on 7 January we 
were listening to the 
Epiphany service on Radio 4. 
It was from the cellar of a 
church in Ukraine. Amidst all 
the chaos and destruction of 
the world around it the 
choir sang a setting of Silent 
Night, but in a sad, minor 
key.  It was spine chilling 
and very moving, putting 
into perspective the 
wonders of nature as seen 
in our garden, whilst other 
parts of the human world 
are struggling for survival, 
and their snowdrops and 
daffodils could be buried 
under piles of rubble. I shall 
never forget it. 
 

  Bridget Beggs 



 

 Traidcraft goes into administration 

Our bookgroup continues to meet, 
on Zoom rather than in person. Our 
next two gatherings are on Monday 
27 February when the book under 
discussion is Val McDermid’s “1979”; 
and then on Monday 27 March when 
we will be tackling Clare Chamber’s 
“Small Pleasures”. The latter is 
described as a “historical romance” 
though historical  means set in 1957 
and it’s about a journalist for a local 
newspaper who investigates the 

claim of a woman who says her 
daughter was the result of a virgin 
birth . 1979 is also “historical”  
though some of us remember both 
these periods, and also features a 
journalist, trying to make her name 
by investigating crime in Scotland. 
 
All are welcome to join in; if you’d 
like to, then email Margaret Blowey 
at rhbmeh@aol.com and she will 
send you the link for the session. 

You may have heard the very sad 
news that Traidcraft is in financial 
difficulty and may end shortly. We 
are waiting to have this confirmed 
and to talk with the greater 
Manchester network group about 
future options. The Traidcraft team 
will share more news on Fair Trade 
Sunday 26 February. 
 

Most importantly we want to 
celebrate the pioneering work of 
Traidcraft in challenging trade 
injustice and empowering farmers 
and producers all over the world. 
Whilst we acknowledge the key 
role played by Traidcraft over the 
years, trade injustice is still a key 
issue and the need for Fair Trade 

practices in our marketplace does 
not stop here! 
 

May we take this opportunity to 
thank you, our loyal customers and 
St Anne’s for your support and 
commitment. We will keep you 
posted. 
 

The Traidcraft team. 
 

PS Our Traidcraft activity is a parish 
activity, not part of Traidcraft itself 
so we remain solvent and trading 
while we have goods to sell. And 
Transform Trade (formerly 
Traidcraft Exchange), the 
development charity, is a separate 
organisation and so able to 
continue its work. 

Book Group 

mailto:rhbmeh@aol.com?subject=Book%20Group


 

 

On 6 January, the whole school took 
part in the ‘Big Story’ launch day.  This 
was an important day for our school 
community as we dived deeper into 
the bible. 

 

In school we now use ‘Understanding 
Christianity’ materials and activities 

that explore Christian responses to 
the bible, as well as the pupils’ own 
responses, whether they are Christian, 
atheist, agnostic, or from a faith 
tradition other than Christianity. The 
day started with the children learning 
about the entire bible through props, 
actions, retelling and videos! 
 

Classes then explored in detail one of 
the eight concepts and designed 
artwork to reflect their concepts.  This 
art work was then judged by Mrs 
McLoughlin and Miss Knight and 
winners selected: 

• God - Isabel (Y1) 
• Creation - Daniel (Y2) 
• Fall - Douglas (Y3) 
• People of God - Tin Nam (Y4) 
• Incarnation - Constance (Y5) 
• Gospel - Twinkle (Y5) 
• Salvation - Molly and Holly (Y6) 
• Kingdom of God - Lipika (Y6) 

 

On 23 January, we were visited by our 
own ‘Fairy Godmother’. The Fairy 
Mother, who is an artist, helped our 
winners create a whole school, large-
scale version of the ‘Big Story’. Ethos 
Committee also helped to decorate a 
large cross to be displayed in our 
worship space. 
 

I think you will agree, the display and 
learning resource (each panel can be 
removed for lessons or worship) looks 
stunning.  Thank you to Mrs 
McLoughlin who is leading our work 
on ‘The Big Story’. 

The ‘Big Story’ @ St. Anne’s CE Primary School 



 

 

 

Lent at St Anne’s 

Paul Edwards will be leading reflections and meditations on 
Wednesdays in March 2023, at 11am, in Church (after the 10am 
service). These reflections will be looking at Holy Week as seen 
through Matthew’s gospel. Everyone is very welcome to attend any 
or all of these.  
 

  1 March Palm Sunday – Matthew 21;1-11 
  8 March  Maundy Thursday – Matthew 26;17-30 
15 March Good Friday- Matthew 27;1- 56 
22 March Holy Saturday- Matthew 27;57-66 
29 March Easter Day – Matthew 28;1-20 



 

 

Mothers Union 

I know that you will be 
reading this in February but it 
is the first article from 
Mothers Union of the year so I 
will wish everyone a very 
happy and peaceful 2023.  
 

It was lovely on Christmas Eve 
to be back to normal with our 
Christingle Services and 
welcome lots of people to the 
two different services. We 
also had a full house the day 
before making the Christingles 
and there were discussions 
and experiments on the best 
types of sweets to stick on the 
Cocktail Sticks. These 
experiments apparently went 
on at homes. somehow 
complete with a glass of 
alcohol. 
 

As I write this the awful rain 
has finally stopped but it has 
gone very cold again. I 
actually prefer this to the rain 
as at least you can wrap up 
and go out and not get 
soaked. I keep looking at my 
garden and thinking it 
definitely needs a bit of a tidy 
up but I can actually see some 
bulbs popping their heads out, 

so that is something to look 
forward to. 
 

We held our annual party last 
month and though we were 
not a full house I think all of 
us had a good time. We had a 
buffet supper ordered from 
the owner of Charlie’s Cafe, 
originally in Sale Moor, and 
we mainly just sat and 
nattered. I did test 
everybody’s brain power by 
doing a quiz; there was a draw 
between two tables and very 
expensive prizes of chocolate 
Flake Bars. We also exchanged 
Prayer Partner gifts and found 
out who had been our Prayer 
Partner over the past twelve 
months. New Prayer Partners 
will be chosen at our February 
meeting which is also our 
Annual General Meeting.  
 

We are also delighted to 
welcome three new members 
to our Branch. Lynda Bywater 
and Elaine Thompson were 
welcomed in December and 
Lynda Ronan will be 
welcomed in February. 
 

I am sure that like me, you are 
all delighted at the news 

about David Thomas hearing 
that all his tests were clear as 
I know it has been a very 
worrying time for both David 
and Carol.  
 

Pauline Weeks has moved to a 
care home in Broughton, 
Salford for assessment but we 
are hoping that she will soon 
move back to the Trafford 
area as the journey to see her 
there is quite difficult. 
 

At the moment I am really 
looking forward to February 
as I am flying off to New 
Zealand again; it will be three 
years since I last went as I 
arrived back last time just in 
time to be locked down. I am 
really looking forward to 
going and seeing my friends 
again and visiting my favourite 
country -  after Great Britain 
of course. Strangely enough I 
heard from both sets of 
friends on Christmas Eve, that 
they had all gone down with 
Covid and were spending the 
day away from their families. 
They do not even live in the 
same area but about a four 
hour drive apart. All 

recovered now so I am safe to 
go. 
 

I watched Mike Palmer’s chat 
with Kate Bottley on Songs of 
Praise on 15 January and it 

was very moving as was the 
whole programme. 
  
Sending love and prayers to 
you all. 
  Jackie and Carol 



 

 In The Headlines 

There has been some movement on how the Church of England 
addresses same sex partnerships, very slight movement for those who 
want to see change but of course far too much for those who think it’s 
wrong. The bishops are taking proposals to the General Synod in 
February with proposed worship resources for blessing same sex 
marriages and civil partnerships. Expect Synod to be turbulent and to 
attract coverage in the secular media. 
 

To give you an idea of what’s involved, here are a couple of the 
proposed (but not yet authorised) prayers. 

You can see the full set of 
proposed resources online here. 
And of course, the Church of 
England website has the full set 
of papers being put to synod as 
well as the analysis of responses 
to the Living in Love and Faith 
process. 

 

The Roman Emperor Claudius II 
needed soldiers. He suspected that 
marriage made men want to stay at 
home with their wives, instead of 
fighting wars, so he outlawed 
marriage. 
 

A kind-hearted young priest named 
Valentine felt sorry for all the couples 
who wanted to marry, but who 
couldn’t. So secretly he married as 
many couples as he could - until the 
Emperor found out and condemned 
him to death. While he was in prison 
awaiting execution, Valentine 
showed love and compassion to 
everyone around him, including his 
jailer. The jailer had a young daughter 
who was blind, but through 
Valentine’s prayers, she was healed. 
Just before his death in Rome on 14 
February 269, he wrote her a farewell 
message signed ‘From your 
Valentine.’  
 

So, the very first Valentine card was 
not between lovers, but between a 
priest about to die, and a little girl, 
healed through his prayers. 
 

But the first recorded association of 
Valentine Day with romantic love in 
English (1382) is from Geoffrey 
Chaucer. He wrote, “For this was  
 

 

Saint Valentine’s Day, when every 
bird cometh there to choose his 
mate.” This poem was in honour of 
the first anniversary of the 
engagement of King Richard II of 
England to Anne of Bohemia.  
 

Valentine’s Day is referred to by 
Ophelia in Hamlet (1600-1601):. 
 

To-morrow is St Valentine’s day 
All in the morning betime 
And I a maid at your window 
To be your Valentine. 

 

The modern mention of Valentine’s 
Day can be found in a collection of 
English nursery rhymes (1784):   
 

The rose is red, the violet’s blue 
The honey’s sweet, and so are you.   
Thou are my love and I am thine 
I drew thee to my Valentine. 

A Prayer of Dedication  
 

God of grace, whose beauty, 
ever ancient, ever new, sings 
through all creation: enfold 
your servants N and N with 
your encouragement, hope, 
and love. Fill them with the 
grace to rejoice always in 
their love for one another, 
and to follow the Way of 
holiness and hope revealed in 
your Son Jesus Christ.  
   Amen 

A Prayer for God’s Blessing  
 

God of generosity and joy, with 
you is the well of life and in your 
light, we see light: we give you 
thanks for N and N, for the love 
and friendship they share, and for 
their commitment to one another. 
As they come before you this day, 
trusting you as the giver of all 
good gifts, strengthen their love 
by your love, gladden their hearts 
with your joy, and transform their 
journey through life into a 
pilgrimage of grace. By your 
blessing, and with you as their 
companion and guide, may they 
rejoice in hope and be sustained in 
love all the days of their life and in 
the age to come. Blessed be God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. All 
Blessed be God for ever. 
    Amen 

Valentine - the legend and the first card 

http://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/FINAL%20Draft%20Prayers%20of%20Love%20and%20Faith.pdf


 

 

Well done to the 
Needles and Natter 
group that meet on 
Thursday afternoons, 
1.30 -3.00 in the church 
hall. The group made 
items to sell at St 
Anne’s school craft 
evening in December 
and raised £100 for the 
charity ‘Don’t walk 
past’.  
 

Don’t Walk Past 
supports homeless 
people on the streets of 
Manchester. We have 

since learned that the 
£100 paid for a box of 
reusable, solar 
powered, hand 
warmers for homeless 
people this winter. The 
hand warmer batteries 
recharge during the 
day. What an excellent, 
sustainable way for 
people to keep warm. 
 

A big thank you too 
from the charity for 
your donations of 
clothing, trainers and 
sleeping bags for 

homeless people. Lynda 
Bywater says that 
sleeping bags and 
men’s clothing are still 
needed. Please leave in 
the church porch on 
Wednesday or Sunday. 
 

Thank you. 

The e-Spire is our 
replacement for a 
hard-copy parish 
magazine. It is to 
supplement what 
appears on our 
website and in the 
weekly pastoral letter 
and newssheets from 
our clergy. If you 
don’t receive these by 
email, please send 
your email address to 
Alison: 
alisoncox19@hotmail.
com  
 

For comments on e-
Spire and to 
contribute to a future 
issue, mail the 
editors, Howard & 
Janice Mason at 
howard.mason1@ 
btopenworld.com 

Needles and Natter give warm hands  Parish Directory 
 

St Anne’s, Church Road, off Northenden Road, M33 3GD  
 

Website: www.salestanne.org 

Vicar: Rev Canon Alison Cox, The Vicarage 

 Church Road West, Sale M33 3GD 0161 973 4145 

 E-mail: alisoncox19@hotmail.com 

Hon Assistant Priest: Rev Olwyn Marlow, 28 Arcadia Avenue 0161 962 9292 

Readers: Paul Edwards, 25 Abington Road 0161 969 2345 

 Alan Ward, 8 Russell Avenue 0161 282 8789 

Churchwardens: Pauline Stacey, 8 Maple Road West 07505 354 686 

 e-mail: pauline@staceyfamily.net 

 Andrew Egarr 07808 466 371  

 e-mail: andrew.egarrcw@gmail.com  

PCC Secretary: Julia Greene: jjegreene@hotmail.com 

PCC Treasurer: Helen Whittingham, 5 Irlam Road 07885 502 095 

 helen.whittingham@outlook.com 

Hall Bookings:  Please contact the vicar at alisoncox19@hotmail.com 

Hall Management Committee: Chairman - Tony Sant 0161 973 3894 

Sacristan/Head Server: Sue Heath, 7 The Cloisters 0161 969 3167 

Organist & Choir Leader: Vacant  

Choir:  Tuesdays 6.45pm. Contact: matt.roughley.uk@gmail.com  

St Anne’s School: Headteacher – Polly Knight 0161 973 7181 

Overseas Group: Chair - Janice Mason 0161 969 8570 

1st Sale Moor Rainbows: Mons 5 - 6 pm in the Church Hall 

 email 1stsalemoorrainbows@gmail.com 

2nd Sale Moor Rainbows: Weds 5.15 - 6.15 pm in the Church Hall  

 email 2ndsalemoorrainbows@gmail.com  

Brownies: 

1st Sale Moor:  Weds 6.30 - 8 pm, Clarendon Rd Scout Hut  

  0161 973 3894 

2nd Sale Moor:  Weds 6.30 - 8 pm in the Church Hall 0161 976 5972 

3rd Sale Moor: Tues 6 pm at Moorlands School 

7th Sale Moor:  Tues 6 pm in the Church Hall 0161 973 2108 

2nd Sale Moor Guides: Mondays 7.30 - 9pm in the Church Hall   0161 286 1623 

7th Sale Moor Guides:  Tuesdays 7 pm at Sale Moor Methodist Church 

Sale Moor Rangers Unit: Thursday evenings at Trinity Methodist Church 

Church Fellowship: Monthly coffee mornings, Church Hall        0161 962 8946 

Mothers’ Union: 2nd Monday, 8pm, St Anne’s Church Hall   0161 283 0563 

Mums & Tots: Fridays 9.15 - 11am, contact Janet Plumb  0161 905 3895 
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