Events
There’s a lot going on over the next
few weeks. The school kicked things
off at their end of term event with
Alison planting a tree (a red maple)
to commemorate the Jubilee. On
Friday 3 June Worthington Park
Friends are staging a big fun event.
There’s our Bring & Share Lunch at
12 on Sunday 5 June. Later that day
Churches Together in Sale will
commemorate both Pentecost and
Jubilee outside St Pauls. And there’s
Manchester Day, Festival
Manchester, and our fundraising
Brick Show. You’ll find more details
of these and other events
throughout this magazine.
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Jubilee!

Organised by hundreds of churches from across the North West in
partnership with The Message Trust and Luis Palau Association, Festival
Manchester is coming to Wythenshawe Park from Friday 1 – Sunday 3
July! It’s a huge, free festival for the whole family in Wythenshawe Park.
There’ll be fairgrounds, extreme sports, family fun zone, a main stage
with live music acts performing throughout the three days, as well as a
Christian message of hope and so much more. It’s going to be a massive
celebration and a fun family event for the whole region.

Future Foundations
Our renovations and development
project is moving on in a number of
ways. Nicola Harrison provided an
extensive update at the 10am service
at the end of May and her
presentation will also be on the
website.
The project team would like your
views on some design points at the
moment: how is the West end of the
church to look when kitchen meeting
rooms and toilets are installed? As in
the picture alongside, there will be
extensive glazing to let in plenty of
light, but should the framing be wood
or metal (the choice is pretty much
cost neutral) so it’s all about the look
and feel. Should that triangle above
the crossbeam be glazed or solid? And
should the new wall separating the
new rooms from the aisles be glazed
or solid? Solid walls made of
plasterboard cost a lot less than
glazing and will not reduce the light
coming from the West window.
The picture here is an impression with
metal framing but the drawings you
can see on-line and in church also
have an impression with wooden
frames and there are photos of
examples from other churches. There

is also an impression of how the hall
would look with a new entrance.
Do make your views known to the
Project Team. You can also email
futurefoundations@salestanne.org

These are just extracts
from a larger set of
drawings: see the
whole document on
line or in church

Congratulations
to Alice Riley who
won the school’s
food competition at
their Jubilee
Celebration. Doesn’t
it look good! I think
Bake Off - the
Professionals judges
Cherish and Benoit
would be impressed.

This is a Big Fat Thank You!
My name is Emma. You probably
don’t know me (and there is no
reason you should) but I want to
thank you because you have given me
my dream job! In association with
seven other churches across Sale,
your church has employed me to
manage and run a new CAP (Christians
Against Poverty) Job Club.
Starting in mid September we will run
an eight-week Job Club course which
will build across the course to cover
all the essentials of finding and
applying for work, from the
motivation to do so, to covering
letters, CVs, application forms and
interview skills. I and my team of Job
Coaches and volunteers will be on
hand to support and encourage Job
seekers every step of the way.
Alongside the course, we will offer
one-to-one coaching to each of our
members and there will be
community and drop in time which
will include a communal meal. Our Job
Club will really build community and
help combat the isolation, depression
and discouragement that often
accompany unemployment and
particularly long term unemployment.
We will aim to be the most
welcoming, friendly and helpful Job

way, but through CAP Job club we
have the opportunity to do SO MUCH
MORE!

people with their English, help with
computers, clearing up. We would
love to chat about how you can be a
part of the team and share in this
privilege of ours.

We have the opportunity to see
people experience the joy of finding
work……..but perhaps of finding truth We are ordinary – but through our
and freedom and LIFE IN ALL ITS
God we can be extraordinary.
FULLNESS and of having fun and
I would love to hear from you!
experiencing new friendship and
community along the way.
Emma Barclay-Watt
emmabarclay-watt@capjobclubs.org
And here comes the invitation ….
Tel 07419219547
would you like to be a part of this?
If so there are two ways you could
join in…….
 Praying – This will be where the
search provision in Trafford and to
path to success is laid. Please pray for
represent our Saviour well. We will
us….we have a whatsapp prayer group
not be bashing people with the Bible, you can join and we meet monthly
however we will be distinctively
over zoom for a half hour prayer time.
Christian, offering to pray with people If you would like these details please
and sharing our testimonies where
contact me using the details below.
appropriate.
 Being there – We will have all sorts
of ways for people to join in and help,
This is my dream job because I
ranging from cooking, to chatting and
absolutely loved helping people find
welcoming people, to supporting
work in my role as an Employment
Advisor for the DWP. It was a joy to
take people on a journey to recognise Welcome!
the skill and talents they could bring
Timperley parish - Christ Church and Bowdon deanery welcome him
to a job and to see their confidence
Holy Cross - has a new vicar: Father warmly and look forward to getting
grow and witness their delight when
Steve Dunton. He has moved to the to know him.
they were offered a job. It was a
area from the Diocese of Worcester.
privilege to support people in that

View from the window
The spring flowers are just memories of
the past now, leaving behind plenty of
leaves to be tidied, weeds to be
removed, and the early summer plants
to be settled in. The different shades of
red/pink of the geraniums add vivid
colours, and busy lizzies (or should I say
impatiens?) are full of potential.
Rhododendron bushes have been
startlingly colourful and the
honeysuckle and pyracanthas are just
coming into their own.
The really big subject to report on at
this time of year is the bird life. The
larger varieties such as one lone
parakeet (correction: a young one has
just arrived as well, with a very short
tail, and is doing acrobatics on the line)
and one woodpecker have been regular
visitors to the peanuts, as well as some
magpies squabbling over whose turn it
is to perch. Pigeons are a constant
presence, although one didn't keep a
watchful eye out and met its end when
attacked by two magpies. There was a
moment of high humour one day when
a downpour of rain suddenly set in, and
one pigeon decided that it was beyond
a joke, and hopped onto a sheltered
step by the garage for quite some time!

Going down the sizes, blackbirds,
starlings and a thrush have been
foraging around, with groups of
chattering sparrows, and our regular

robin. 12 May saw our first view of the
swallows. I wonder how many miles
they have flown since last year?
Back at the washing line from which
the feeders for the niger seeds and the
peanuts hang, our favourite moment
was when the goldfinch parents were
feeding hard and their offspring
wanted to be part of it all but there was
no room. The little bird tried all sorts of
methods and ended up manoeuvring
sideways up the washing line, twizzing
round, and hopping back again. This
was repeated many times, and life
looked a bit precarious! In the end it
admitted defeat and flew off to look for
other sustenance.
Finally a Manx cat seems to have
started visiting, and a squirrel has been
using the garden as a playground. We
watched with astonishment as it raced
round the grass, the fence, the tree
next door, and back again, completing
the circuit five times! It wasn't being
chased, but kept burying treasure in
the lawn. Whether it will remember
where to look in the winter is another
matter.
Looking out of the kitchen window
provides us with so much pleasure!
Bridget

Sale Brick Show
Our next big fundraiser for Future
Foundations is the Brick Show - see
the flyer on the right. The show will
take place in both the church and
the hall, where there will be many
displays of Lego builds of various
sizes and themes. There will also
be competitions, activities and
vendors from whom you can buy
Lego sets and parts. The Lego
builds are made by members of
Northern Brickworks.

We’re very grateful to Tom Newby
(in our choir) for initiating this. You
can see more about Lego fans,
their activities and events on
www.nblug.org.uk.

Is it really that long ago?
25 years ago, on 26th June 1997 J
K Rowling’s first Harry Potter
novel, Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone was published
in the UK.

We expect a lot of interest. To
ensure numbers are manageable
15 years ago, on 29th June 2007
the show ill be in three sessions, 10 Apple released the first iPhone.
am to 12 noon, 12 noon to 2 pm,
...and the rest is history!
and 2 pm to 4 pm. Don’t’ miss it.

Advertising
You’ll notice that, events apart,
there are no adverts in this issue of
the eSpire. The parish has decided
that we will not recommence a
paper version of the magazine,
even if we do print off a tiny
number of copies for those without
on-line access, but the on-line
version will no longer include
adverts. We are grateful to all our
advertisers in the past. Many of us
have used and still use some of
them. Over the years some

advertisers cancelled as it was not
generating business for them but at
least one cancelled because it was
generating more work than he
could cope with. Whether it’s a will
you want, or a chiropodist, a
funeral or a decorator, a carpet, a
gas fitter, whatever… we hope you
continue to use those who’ve
supported us and to tell others if
you’ve been happy with the service
you’ve received.

Mothers Union
Half way through the year
already, rugby season nearly
over and Wimbledon is nearly
upon us. My year being
dictated by sport, hmmm
maybe yes!

things in life that matter
haven’t we.

from said to us it was a
weather which helped I’m
“happy plant in the perfect
sure!
place”, me, I say “it’s just pure
This month we’re welcoming fluke!”
Enjoy the sun, if it ever
Alison who is coming to speak
comes back!
to us about her love of
We’ve just come back from a
Love
quilting and show us how it’s few days in London, we went
Carol & Jackie
Last month we had to rejig
done. We’ve all seen her
on a boat trip on the Thames
our programme as our
lovely quilts that she makes, courtesy of our son and his
planned trip to visit the Mary one went for auction a few
partner. We went up to
A member of St Anne’s
Jones chapel in Bala had to be months back. There looks to Greenwich. I do recommend
dresses as Noddy for the
cancelled. Because of all that be a lot of work put into them to those of you who go to
Coronation celebrations in
has happened over the last
and we’ll find out on 13 June London to visit there, it really 1953. Were you there, can
couple of years, the museum how much work does in fact is lovely, somewhere we will
you remember it, do you
in Bala wasn’t open when we go into making them and how be visiting again. Mind we
even have a photo to
looked and with the cost of
she does it. If you would like were very lucky with the
share?
fuel at the moment, the cost to join us for this and any of
of going by coach plus all the our meetings please do come
extras proved too expensive along. Our meetings are open
so we decided to cancel our
to everyone.
visit.
To keep up the gardening
OK, yes, we’re
19 June and you can find out more here. And
Hopefully we’ll get to go
topic from last month I
Trafford, but if
Little Amal will be there too.
another time. So instead of
collected my hanging basket
someone
from
going to Bala on a coach we
from Margaret Ward recently,
outside the area
met in the hall and had a
it’s lovely, thank you
asks you where
“Coach Drive” as opposed to a Margaret. Now all I have to do
you’re from, you’ll
“Beetle Drive”! We welcomed is to remember to water it,
probably say “Manchester”. It’s our city! And
Elaine Thompson to our
here’s hoping!! I’ve been out
meeting, it was lovely to see and bought my bedding plants if you haven’t been to Manchester Day
before, you’ve missed a treat. The huge
her. We had a fun evening
so all being well, my front
parade is a highlight - it starts at 1pm - but
and as usual enjoyed meeting garden will be full of flowers
together; with everything
soon, and yes I have lots of
there’s much more, with all sorts of
that’s gone on recently we’ve flowers on my iris again this
performances in the squares. It’s on Sunday
all learnt that it’s the simple
year! The woman I bought it

A (Royal) Dog’s Life
We dogs, who live with royal folk
Who feel Her Maj’s royal stroke;
We like to hear important talk
Of dinner time, and our next walk.

Trooping the
Corgis

As part of the
But lately there’s been so much rushing Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee, Altrincham
People bowing, people fussing.
BID and Inch Arts
Trumpets blare and soldiers shout
are producing
What is all the noise about?
Altrincham’s largest
town-wide art
No-one thinks of corgis’ needs
Like, where’s our bone, and where’s our event, ‘Trooping
the Corgis’.
leads?

We’re not allowed a doggy romp
‘Midst all the pageantry and pomp!
Adding to our canine woes
They all wear their finest clothes,
So we’re all stuck behind closed doors
Lest we might smudge them with our
paws.
But things will come to settle down.
It’s life, when Mistress wears a crown;
Yes, it will pass, you all will see
This business of the Jubilee.
So, we shall wag our doggy tails!
Be happy, like the Prince of Wales!
We think the Boss has done just fine
Being Queen for all this time!
Nigel Beeton, Parish Pump

The parading troop
of fifty life-sized
corgi sculptures,
decorated by
artists, will be on
guard from 1st to
29th June, displayed
in the windows and
foyers of shops and
businesses around
the town making
the exhibition
accessible to
everyone.

Sri Lankan church responds to economic crisis
USPG is one of the mission agencies St Anne’s
supports prayerfully and financially and through
them our link Mission Partner, Education for
Change in Sri Lanka. USPG have just provided an
update on the serious situation in Sri Lanka and we
reproduce it here:
Sri Lanka is going through its worst economic crisis
since the country’s independence in 1948. The
soaring cost of living caused by food and fuel
shortages means that many families are struggling
to make ends meet. The government has enforced
power cuts and a lack of medicine in the country is
bringing the health system to the verge of collapse.
Mass protests have spread across Sri Lanka in
defiance of curfews and the ongoing repression of
freedom of speech.
The economic crisis in local communities has
resulted in severe need, particularly amongst
vulnerable women, children, farmers, plantation
workers and daily wage earners. The Diocese of
Kurunagala in the Church of Ceylon is assisting

struggling families with immediate support in the
form of food parcels. The diocese is also planning
long-term advocacy and outreach projects to create
sustainable livelihoods in the future.
Rev’d Davidson Solanki, Regional Manager for Asia
and the Middle East, says, “The Church of Ceylon is
helping those families worst affected by the
economic crisis in Sri Lanka. USPG is partnering
with the Church in their response as they share
God’s love through acts of care and compassion.
We ask your prayers for the people of Sri Lanka at
this difficult time.”
USPG plans to support the immediate response of
the Diocese which will provide 300 families with
ration packs. A £9 ration pack will provide a
month’s supply of rice, flour, potatoes, dahl,
vegetables, tea and other essential items for a
family. You can support the Diocese of Kurunagala,
in the Church of Ceylon and the vulnerable people
in their local communities through this
link www.uspg.org.uk/sri-lanka

Ukrainian refugees seeking to get to the UK can now get help with the costs of their flights. The Anglican Church of Poland, based in Warsaw, has
received a grant of £10,000 from USPG and the Diocese in Europe’s joint emergency appeal to pay for plane tickets.
Approximately three million refugees have fled Ukraine since the start of the Russian invasion on 24 February, with over two million arriving in Poland.
Many of these refugees arriving in Poland speak no Polish but speak English, making the UK a natural destination for them until it is safe to return to
Ukraine.
The Diocese in Europe, said: ‘Our chaplaincy in Warsaw has identified a significant block in the road for refugees hoping to come to the UK. The
generosity of donors has been amazing. It means we can help refugees as they try to overcome what can be big hurdles in meeting their desire to travel
to the UK and receive hospitality here.’

We are challenged!
The Russian Orthodox Church
is attracting world-wide
criticism for its support of the
war in Ukraine but it also
challenges us. Forget for the
moment the crazy ideas of
Greater Russia, Holy Russia,
forget Patriarch Kirill and his
yearning for dominion over
churches who want nothing to
do with him, and instead look
at his claims of a moral
crusade.
The Moscow Patriarchate’s
chief delegate to the World
Council of Churches wants to
concentrate on countering
“the loss of moral authority by
modern society, and the
triumph of lies and injustice”.
He has a point and I don’t
need to go into the record of
Donald Trump or Boris
Johnson to illustrate this.
He also claims that “Western
Christendom is sliding into the
abyss of complete rejection of
the gospel and Christ,
following the path of moral
relativism and degradation”.
How do we react to that? Is
that what we’re doing? We’re

bound to say we disagree but to look afresh at Biblical
we do need to think about the standards and how to
charge.
promote them though I’d
reject the argument that it’s
It’s true that church life in the
clear what those Biblical
UK seems to be at a low ebb.
standards are and what they
Bishop Philip North told the
require.
recent Chester clergy
conference that the heresy of But for all the degradation I
our time was “declinism”. But see, I also see huge numbers
whatever the decline in
of people, in churches, in
numbers I’m suspicious of
other faiths and outside the
those who seem to believe in world of faith, seeking to live
a mythical glorious past when a loving, caring, responsible
people went to church and
life within their family and in
behaved themselves and
the world outside. I see
when homosexuality hadn’t
people wrestling, stoically,
been invented. How good
heroically or unsuccessfully,
were those “good” old days? with all sorts of difficulties. I
see many people trying daily
We have much to criticise,
to make the world a better
even to be embarrassed about
place, whether on a wider
as a nation, in public and
stage or just “you in your
private behaviour. For some
small corner and I in mine”. I
people, their mind turns first see faithful Christians not just
to sexual behaviour and
looking after each other and
LGTBQ+ issues; I suggest
their church but engaged in
they’re looking in the wrong
the secular world, seeking a
place. Even so, I did feel some
Christlike response to the
of the same challenges in the
situations and issues they find
Living in Love and Faith
there.
conversations earlier this
year, the call to recognise sin If we do accept that we need
in personal relationships and renewal in religious life and

moral standards, how is it to
be achieved. Most of the
usual answers scare me stiff.
Patriarch Kirill appears to see
invasion, bombing, death and
destruction as a legitimate
means to this end. And some
of the most serious, dedicated
and active Christians, and
such members of other faiths
too, are pretty scary. Overt or
subtle control and the
enforcement of a narrow set
of rules do not seem healthy
to me and some of the
Christianity of the twentieth
century seemed joyless and
judgmental. The Old
Testament contains some
pretty ghastly accounts of
Jewish leaders enforcing what
they though God required;
people ended up dead and
families were torn apart. The
last thing the Church needs
now is some sort of
Deuteronomic Taliban
imposing their views and
understanding on a wider
world.
Personally I’d rather have our
messy, imperfect and often

dysfunctional world where
people can seek to be true to
themselves, love and be
loved, care and be cared for,
serve and be served.
What do we see in Christ?
Though we celebrate Christ
the King, he clearly rejected
the way of power. People
expected a conqueror who
would restore Israel, deliver it
from the Romans. That’s not
what they got! Do we see him
outphariseeing the Pharisees,
giving us a bigger and stricter
rule book? Though he affirms
and extends traditional
teaching we also see him
criticising the religious
establishment; hosting huge
picnics and a beach barbecue;
talking - sometimes seriously,
sometimes light-heartedly –
with people he shouldn’t be
talking to, even dining with
people like that as well as
being a rather risky and
unpredictable guest of the
posh; providing wine for a
celebration, relaxing and
Continued on next page...
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eating with friends,
defending friends
accused of breaking the
rules on the Sabbath;
“amused in someone's
kitchen, asleep in
someone's boat”, in the
words of a hymn we
sing. I don’t think we are
rejecting this Christ and
one could see “moral
relativism” in how he
relates to people.
So though we may reject
the charges and the
methods voiced at this
point by the Moscow
Patriarchate (but not
unique to them by any
means), we could
(individually and
together) commit to
renewed selfexamination, prayer and
humility to see ourselves
as we really are, to “be a
light to lighten the
Gentiles” and to “pursue
all that makes for peace
and builds up the
common life”.
Howard Mason

The power of earphones
You are more likely to engage with a
podcast if you listen to it through your
earphones, rather than a speaker. You feel
closer to what you hear, and are therefore
more likely to change your views and
behaviour. As a result, “people perceive the
communicator as warmer, feel more
empathically toward them, and are more
easily persuaded by them.” (Research at
the University of California , San Diego)

Your Serving Team needs you

Parish Directory

As most of you know, we have a
serving team here at St Anne’s; we
serve at both the main and the
occasional services. We have a good
age range, but some of us are
getting older, some don’t feel able
to serve anymore because of frailty
or illness, and a number of the
younger members have left us to go
into higher education, so our
numbers have dwindled rapidly. We
would love you to come and join us.
You would be made very welcome.

St Anne’s,

Please don’t be afraid to volunteer it’s much easier than it looks and
full training will be given, before
you are put on the serving rota. The
duties aren’t too onerous, two

You are warmly invited to a
“Bring & Share” lunch to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee on Sunday 5 June at 12
noon in the Church Hall.

hours or so every two to three
weeks. We mostly serve at the main
Sunday service at 10.00am (servers
need to be in church by 9.30am, to
prepare for the service). Serving is
open to anyone, as long as you are
confirmed.
If any of you feel God is calling you
to this vital ministry – please do
speak to Sue or Daniel . We’d be
delighted to hear from you – please
do consider it, as we play a vital role
in the life of St. Anne’s.
WE NEED YOU!
Sue Heath
Sacristan/Head Server

The e-Spire is our replacement for
a hard-copy parish magazine. It is
to supplement what appears on
our website and in the weekly
pastoral letter and newssheets
from our clergy. If you don’t
receive these by email, please
send your email address to Alison:
alisoncox19@hotmail.com
For comments on e-Spire and to
contribute to a future issue, mail
the editors, Howard & Janice
Mason at howard.mason1@
btopenworld.com

Church Road, off Northenden Road, M33 3GD

Website:
Vicar:

www.salestanne.org
Rev Canon Alison Cox, The Vicarage
Church Road West, Sale M33 3GD
0161 973 4145
E-mail: alisoncox19@hotmail.com
Hon Assistant Priest:
Rev Olwyn Marlow, 28 Arcadia Avenue
0161 962 9292
Readers:
Paul Edwards, 25 Abington Road
0161 969 2345
Alan Ward, 8 Russell Avenue
0161 282 8789
Churchwardens:
Pauline Stacey, 8 Maple Road West
0161 962 3628
e-mail: pauline@staceyfamily.net
Andrew Egarr
07808 466 371
e-mail: andrew.egarrcw@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Julia Greene: jjegreene@hotmail.com
PCC Treasurer:
Helen Whittingham, 5 Irlam Road
07885 502 095
helen.whittingham@outlook.com
Hall Bookings:
Please contact the vicar
Hall Management Committee: Chairman - Tony Sant
0161 973 3894
Sacristan/Head Server: Sue Heath, 7 The Cloisters
0161 969 3167
Organist & Choir Leader: Vacant
Choir:
Tuesdays 6.45pm. Contact: matt.roughley.uk@gmail.com
St Anne’s School:
Headteacher – Polly Goodson
0161 973 7181
Overseas Group:
Chair - Janice Mason
0161 969 8570
1st Sale Moor Rainbows: Mons 5 - 6 pm in the Church Hall
email 1stsalemoorrainbows@gmail.com
2nd Sale Moor Rainbows: Weds 5.15 - 6.15 pm in the Church Hall
email 2ndsalemoorrainbows@gmail.com
Brownies:
1st Sale Moor:
Weds 6.30 - 8 pm, Clarendon Rd Scout Hut 0161 973 3894
2nd Sale Moor:
Weds 6.30 - 8 pm in the Church Hall
0161 976 5972
3rd Sale Moor:
Tues 6pm at Moorlands School
7th Sale Moor:
Tues 6 pm, Marsland Road Scout Hut
0161 973 2108
2nd Sale Moor Guides:
Mondays 7.30 - 9pm in the Church Hall 0161 286 1623
7th Sale Moor Guides:
Tuesdays 7 pm at St Francis’
Church Fellowship:
1st Monday of month 2 pm, Church Hall
0161 962 8946
Mothers’ Union:
2nd Monday, 8pm, St Anne’s Church Hall 0161 283 0563
Mums & Tots:
Fridays 9.15 - 11am, contact Janet Plumb 0161 905 3895

St Francis’s

- Budworth Road, off Norris Road. M33 2RP

St Francis’ will close permanently at the end of August 2022
Hall Booking
Vicky Gilbert

0161 374 3991

